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CHRISTOPHER J. PALERMO is a native of the 
“Silicon Valley” area of California, USA who has 

worked in the intellectual property law field for 30 
years.  

 

He holds an undergraduate degree from Loyola 
Marymount University of Los Angeles, California 

and a doctorate degree in law from the University 
of California, Hastings College of the Law, San 

Francisco, California.  
  
He worked as a computer programmer as a secondary school student and 

during university years, working in the C language on large-scale voicemail 

systems and military computers.  

From 1989 to 1995 he was a patent litigation attorney in private law firms 

focusing on federal court motion practice and discovery.  

From 1995, after an interview with Steve Jobs, to 1997 he served as Associate 

General Counsel, NeXT Software, Inc. prior to its acquisition by Apple Inc. 

He co-founded Hickman Palermo Becker Bingham, LLP in San Jose, 

California in 1999 and has practiced patent law there for the past 20 years. His 

clients range from start-up entities to large companies, in fields including 

artificial intelligence and machine learning, network security and encryption, 

agricultural equipment, payment processing, expense management systems, 

collaborative document management and automated meal preparation. He is 

involved in patent risk analysis, freedom-to-operate studies, and opinions. He 

often works with early-stage companies to define patent strategy, select 

inventions for the patent process, and to address trade secret, privacy and 

inventorship issues. 

  

 

 


